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AS Soave 
served in 
cabinet, 
friends 
profited 


BY BRYAN LOWRY, STEVE 
VOCKRODT AND HUNTER WOODALL 


The Kansas City Star 


Less than two months after he 
left Gov. Sam Brownback’s 
administration, Antonio Soave 
was hired to launch a program 
in Kansas City for a Texas-based 
charity that previously had no 
footprint in Kansas or Missouri. 

Steve Riach, the founder of 
the One Heart Project, which 
serves at-risk youth, lauded the 

former Kansas 
commerce secre- 
tary’s passion and 
skill in an August 
news release. 

It was not the 


W first time the two 
had collaborated 
Antonio professionally. 
Soave Over the last year 


and a half, the 
state agency that Soave ran has 
paid Riach’s Texas-based film 
production company more than 
$300,000 in taxpayer dollars to 
produce commercials to pro- 
mote Kansas businesses. 

Soave, an Olathe Republican, 
now is running for Congress in 
Kansas’ 2nd District. He 
launched his bid shortly after 
the One Heart Project an- 
nounced his hiring. But that job 
came to an end Tuesday after 
The Star began asking questions 
about Riach’s contract with 
Soave’s former agency. 

The Star reviewed hundreds 
of pages of documents, includ- 
ing more than 30 contracts 


SEE SOAVE, 16A 


FALL BACK 


DAYLIGHT SAVING 
TIME ENDED 


Remember to set your 
clocks back one hour. 


IN DEPTH 


VOTING ACCESS 
UNDER ATTACK 


The forces that helped 
abolish voting obstacles in 
the 1960s appear to be 
moving in the opposite 
direction. 12A 


House of 


violence 


Home near where boy, 3, was killed has 
been involved in shootings, illegal gun sales 


HOUSE PHOTO BY KEITH MYERS, PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CHRIS OCHSNER kmyers@kestarcom, cochsner@kestarcam 
This house near 54th and Park in Kansas City has been connected to a staggering amount of violent acts. Mickael N. Oliver, 


inset photo, an occupant of the house, is in federal custody on an illegal-firearms charge. 


BY TONY RIZZO AND GLENN E. RICE 
trizco@kestar.com 


When a fusillade of bullets killed 3- 
year-old Marcus Haislip III in May, Kan- 
sas City police quickly focused their in- 
vestigation on a nearby house. 

And in particular they began investi- 
gating a 22-year-old occupant of that 
house at 54th Street and Park Avenue 
where witnesses said the shots may have 
come from. 

That occupant, Mickael N. Oliver, is 
now in federal custody on an illegal fire- 
arms charge. 


Oliver is not charged in the killing of 
the little boy. That case is still under 
investigation and a $10,000 reward is 
being offered for information. 

He and the house where he lives, how- 
ever, have been connected to a stagger- 
ing amount of violence, according to 
documents and testimony in federal 
court. 

“Off the chart,” a federal prosecutor 
said recently in describing Oliver’s po- 
tential risk to public safety. 

A neighbor who moved to the block 
about 18 months ago said the amount of 


SEE HOUSE, 14A 
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Neighbor 


Sprint/T-Mobile merger 
fizzles, and doubts grow 


BY MARK DAVIS 
AND MAX LONDBERG 


The Kansas City Star 

Four years of on-again, off- 
again efforts to merge wireless 
rivals Sprint and T-Mobile 
collapsed over the weekend, 
offering short-term job relief to 
6,000 Kansas City area em- 
ployees but casting doubt over 


the company’s future. 

Sprint and T-Mobile officially 
ended their final efforts in 
Tokyo Friday evening. They 
issued a joint statement on 
Saturday, saying they were 
“unable to find mutually agree- 
able terms.” 

Their failure means share- 
holders of the two companies 
gave up $30 billion or more in 


cost savings that their manage- 
ments had expected a merger 
to generate. One combined 
wireless company would have 
needed to invest less in its 
network than the two compet- 
ing companies spend separate- 
ly. 

A combined carrier would 
have needed fewer employees 
than the 78,000 Sprint and 
T-Mobile employ now, and cuts 
would have likely hit many 
employees at Overland Park- 
based Sprint. A merger was 


SEE SPRINT, 14A 


LOCAL 


WRESTLING TEAM 
PITCHES IN FOR 
PROJECT WARMTH 


As their wrestling season 
begins, the Wildcats of 
Blue Springs High grapple 
with bulging bags of coats 
and blankets to help the 
annual cause. 4A 
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